Message from Executive Headteacher
Dear Parents/Carers
What a year it's been for the Midfield family. When I came back in September after the summer holiday
I was ready for another year with my team. Less than a month later the whole leadership structure had
changed! Since then we haven't had much time to digest these changes as it's been full on. Just as we
all began to adapt to our new roles we had the Ofsted phonecall... After 3 days of an inspection we were
delighted to gain the acknowledgment that our wonderful school is Outstanding. Of course this is lovely
and especially as we are the only school in the Crays ever to be Outstanding! For me it goes beyond
this. I am pleased that staff, pupils and our school community have the recognition that Midfield is
providing quality education to all learners. As I've always maintained from the very first day I stepped
through the door as the Headteacher in September 2012, my vision is that we want all children to be the
best they can be regardless of all the barriers and challenges of life. We want them ready to move on to
secondary school as confident, resilient learners with high expectations to achieve. We want them to be
able to compete for the best jobs in years to come. We are hearing everyday how this is becoming even
more challenging for young people. There is no doubt at Midfield we do want pupils to leave with
excellent literacy and numeracy skills but as individuals we value their talents and hope we have
unlocked the magic within.
Next year I will be overseeing 3 schools in the Trust and with very capable Heads of Schools now in
post I will be able to concentrate more on being strategic and facilitating collaboration between all
schools so that our pupils can benefit from more expertise and the sharing of training and best practice
across the Trust. I plan to regularly be at Midfield every Tuesday and look forward to still being part of
the lovely events which continue to take place. Last week I attended some of the assemblies we had
with our Chinese students and enjoyed the atmosphere at the Summer Fete. It was lovely to catch up
with some of you and made me realise how much I miss everyone.
So as we come to the end of another year, I would like to wish our lovely Year 6 pupils best of luck in
their new schools. What a fabulous class you've been! Aim high everyone - we believe in you all!
A special thanks to our super team for all that they do for our children. Have a restful break!
Finally a special thanks to our parents who work so closely with us and understand that great
partnership is what makes a difference to our pupils. Enjoy family time and let's hope the weather lasts!
Very warm wishes
Mrs G Sesli
Please see later in the newsletter and on the school website for more important dates.
Friday 20th July—school finishes
Thursday 30th August - Start of Autumn term.
Please note earlier return date than usual!

Message from Mrs Barton………
This is the last newsletter of the year and what an exciting year it has been!
Staffing changes for 2018/2019 and updates:
Exciting news, Miss Roots will be embarking on her teacher training
here at Midfield in YR. Congratulations to Mrs Hail who will be
moving to Leesons and we wish Mr Monaco and Mrs Kayley success
as they start their teacher training also at Leesons. As mentioned
in the last newsletter, Mr Frost will take up his new role as Deputy
Head of School at St Mary Cray Primary.

I am delighted to welcome back Mrs Garrott from her maternity leave. Miss
Smith will now begin her maternity leave and we wish her well. I am delighted
to report that Mrs Miah had a beautiful baby girl and both are doing well.
Mrs Wilson will be leaving us to work nearer home and I would like to thank her for her
dedication and support as a mid-day supervisor over many years.

The school disco was very popular and well
supported. Many congratulations to the
PTA and their supporters for making it such
a success.

A massive thank you to Midfield’s PTA for working incredibly hard to make this year’s Summer
Fair a great success. Lots of work goes into planning such events and this is really appreciated.
A special thank you to all helpers and supporters. The total raised is in excess of £1600.00 –
What an achievement! Look out for forthcoming PTA meetings and events.
Swimming pool
Unfortunately, work has taken much longer than anticipated but it should be
ready for September. New timetables will be sent out in the autumn term.

As the children prepare for their well-earned summer holidays, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank the Midfield community. This has been such an exciting and memorable
year for all concerned with Midfield. For myself, it really has been a privilege to be Head of
School and lead such a fabulous and dedicated staff – thank you to all.
To our newly formed PTA who have devoted many long hours voluntarily to raise money for
Midfield children – all your hardwork has been greatly appreciated. Thank you to other
volunteers who come in regularly to help in class, hear readers, help on school trips or in other
way. The work you do is incredibly important to enable Midfield children to have the best
opportunities.

I would like to thank our Local Committee members who work tirelessly to ensure that Midfield
continues to be the best that it can be. As a member of the Local Committee they support the
school, challenge and are accountable for all areas of school life. They give up their time freely
and their dedication is very much appreciated. Sadly, we are saying goodbye to Mrs Sokoloff
our Chair of Local Committee Members. Mrs Sokoloff has been part of Midfield for many years
having seen and been part of many changes. Her dedication, commitment to education and
making a difference to Midfield children is going to be very much missed as she retires from her
role. On behalf all staff, children and families I would like to wish Mrs Sokoloff good luck and
best wishes as she embarks on her new future adventures.
A special mention to all our Midfield families – thank you for the support you give to your
children and to the school. Most importantly to all of the fabulous Midfield children who make
Midfield such a special school. Finally, it’s time to say good bye to our Year 6 children as they
embark onto the next phase of their learning journey. You have been an amazing year group
and we wish you every success.
Wishing everyone a safe and lovely summer.

Class News

Butterflies
Last week, both classes of nursery took an exciting end of year trip to Danson Park. We were very lucky
with the weather and the children loved riding on the bus and having fun in the splash park. We have
also been learning about different artists for Art week, the children's favourite was definitely Jackson
Pollack as they got to create their own splashy, drippy and messy paintings. It was a lot of fun!

Woodpeckers
In Woodpecker's Class , we have been writing portal stories to share with other classes. Our inspiration
came from 'The Chronicles of Narnia'. Here is a taster of some of them: I

t was a blazing, hot summer's day, as Ryan sauntered through the local boot sale in Jaffa Lane. Birds
were singing as they perched on orange trees. Tulips buzzed with bees; tubs were drained of water every drop. His ice-cream was long gone. His dog Sweep, who did not need a leash, was whining like a
fire engine siren on slow release.... (Daniel Holmes)
Nauseated, Opal opened her eyes. She scanned the dark hallway. Curiosity possessed her, as she wandered into a nearby room. It had large wooden doors, covered in delicate cobwebs.... (Nana Appah)
Mary was running - running away from home. Never before had she thought of doing this. Mary was a
strict Christian; a straight A student and in the church choir. But there was barely any adventure when
you're almost perfect...(Natasha Cable).

Dragonflies class
Over the past two weeks, we have been writing
playscripts as stories. To get to know our characters, we
have been carrying out some drama – it has been a lot of
fun performing to our peers!

We have also
really enjoyed creating
our ‘moving monsters’
during DT.

Ladybirds class
In History we are learning about Kings and Queens who have ruled England. We spoke about one of
the kings that ruled England many years ago – Henry VIII.
Leeds Castle belonged to him many years ago. We then visited Leeds Castle and had a tour of the
castle. While we were at Leeds castle, we heard the story of the Swan Princess and also acted it out.

Owls
We have been learning about kings and queens in history. Children in Owls had an amazing time visiting
Leeds Castle!

Tree House—Oaks and Acorns
Oaks and Acorns embarked on our annual trip to Margate courtesy of the Albany Taxi Charity. We were
escorted, VIP style, by a fleet of black taxis to Margate and spent the day enjoying the rides at Dreamland. We finished the day off with a delicious lunch and a roller disco.

Badgers
What a year it has been!! We cannot believe we have now left Midfield and in 6 weeks will be starting
secondary school. The final week has been great: we had a private viewing of a film at the Odeon; had a
bonfire with Mrs Wedderburn and enjoyed our
leavers assembly to the whole school. Although
we are sad, we are also very excited to start a
new adventure.

Squirrels class

This week, Squirrels class have had lots of fun designing and making our own African masks as parts of
art week. We began by looking at the origins of African masks and investigating all the different types,
before designing our own ones and making them out of paper mache. We are very proud of our final
pieces!

Beetles Class
This week in Beetles class we have really enjoyed Art Week where we have been making African Masks
out of paper mache .
We got our inspiration for our masks through learning about the artist Henri Rousseau, who did lots of
works of art on the jungle and the animals that live there. we also got some ideas from our geography
lessons where we have been learning about Africa.

Rabbits Class
This week in Rabbits time we had a mud-nificent time in forest school. We were
challenged to make sculptures using only natural resources. We made an
incredible array of creatures, from mud hedgehogs - with spike made of twigs to mermaids, with grass for hair! It was a fantastic lesson, and everyone had
great fun.

Robins Class
This week has been Art Week!
Robin Class have been learning all about Kandinsky.

Foxes Class
In our last week, Foxes have been busy finishing up all of the hard work that we have started this halfterm. We have made umbrellas and performed drama based on our book, alongside attending all of the
assemblies that come at this time of year! Most importantly however, we won the wheelbarrow
competition!!! Huge congratulations to Mrs Newport for all the effort that she put in to ensure that Foxes
won this prestigious award! On behalf of all team, we wish you a wonderful Summer break.

Hedgehogs Class
We have had a great end to our time in Year 3. I was so impressed by all of the outfits that were created
for our classroom party. They were so creative and it was clear a lot of time and effort had gone into
them! Hedgehogs have worked extremely hard this year and they should all be so proud of themselves. I
hope you all have a fantastic summer and take time to relax and enjoy the sun!

NEWS
Merit Badge Award
Lennie Anderson in Robins has earned his gold merit badge. Well done!

Promoting Reading Competition runners-up!
Midfield is pleased to announce that we are runners-up in the ‘Promoting Reading’ competition held by
Greenwich University. They were so impressed by our entries that they couldn’t chose just one class
and declared us runners-up as a whole school. In particular, they commended us for promoting ‘reading
for pleasure’. Here are some photos that we submitted for the competition, which showcases how we

promote pleasure for
Dig For Victory Project
A big thank you to all of the families who brought in details and presentations on their family history and
the role they played in the war. We are still going ahead with our bid for our 'Dig for Victory' garden and
will keep you posted on the progress!
A special congratulations goes to Chloe Osgood in year 6 who has won our prize for this. Chloe put a

Be the Best You Can Be

A huge well done to our winners and runners up
in this term's Be the Best You Can Be poster
competition. All the entries were absolutely fantastic and it was a very tough choice as all the
children who entered put in so much effort watch out next year as you will see many of our
entries around the school!

KS1
Winner: Noa (Ladybirds)
Runner Up: Aryannah (Ladybirds)
KS2:
Winner: Hanna(Squirrels)
Joint Runners up: Natasha (Woodpeckers) and Brooke (Squirrels)

Dates for you Diary

Thursday 30th August 2018—School returns
Half Term—2 week break
Monday 22nd October—Friday 2nd November
Monday 5th November—Inset Day
Friday 21st December—School ends for Christmas break
Monday 7th January—Spring term begins

Please see all dates on the calendar page of the website.

Midfield PTA
Well done and a massive thank you to our recently formed PTA. They have had a very successful first
year and have been able to provide us with lots of wonderful items to enhance the children's learning
and experiences, not least of which is the Polytunnel.

Men in Sheds….
Men In Sheds (Age UK) is a Nationwide initiative established to address the needs of men, isolated in the
community, through circumstances beyond their control. Men In Sheds meet for a 'cuppa' each week
and learn/ share carpentry skills which they transfer to a wide range of community projects, charging
only for the cost of the materials. We have been lucky enough to link up with Biggin Hill Men in Sheds
who have created a unique market stall for us all to use for Cake and Plant Sales and any other fundraising projects throughout the school. They have also installed three new, much needed work stations
in our Midfield Edible Eco Garden. A huge 'Thank You' to Colin Denny and his team of Merry Men - all of
whom were happy to teach some of our children some of their carpentry skills!

Whole School Attendance

FROM 6th SEPTEMBER - 13th JULY 2018
BLUEBIRDS

96.3% GRASSHOPPERS

95.2%

OWLS

97.2% LADYBIRDS

93.3%

FOXES

95.5% RABBITS

96.6%

HEDGEHOGS

94.5% DRAGONFLIES

95.1%

SQUIRRELS

92.9% BEETLES

96.2%

WOODPECKERS

96.3% ROBINS

96.7%

BADGERS
ACORNS
OVERALL

95.8% OAKS

94.9%
92.8%
95.4%

