Message from Mrs Barton………

The past eight weeks have flown by and I can’t believe that I am already writing
the last newsletter for this half term.

Last Friday, Midfield celebrated Harvest Festival with
Reverend Neil Coleman joining us from St Barnabas
Church. Children shared Harvest poems and
Reverend Neil engaged children and staff with an
entertaining assembly involving bread throwing! All donations have been sent to
Bromley Food Bank, which means that local families can benefit
from your generosity.
Wembley fever hit Midfield on Tuesday evening with the girls
playing Edgebury. England’s recent game was quite dull compared
to the nail biting performance produced by the girls! The result
ended with Midfield wining on penalties.
This week saw the first of several Open Mornings for new YR
families. The turnout was amazing and the families enjoyed
viewing the school in action with myself and other staff. Our
newly appointed Head Boy and Girl (Bukunmi and Natasha)
fulfilled their first official duty and were on hand to answer
questions from perspective families. Oliver from Y6 welcomed families with his
stunning piano playing.
From myself and staff we would like to wish everyone a wonderful half term break
and we will see you back at school on Tuesday 6th November. R em em ber –
the break is two weeks!
Mrs Barton

Classroom News

Dragonflies
Dragonflies have had a great end to their first half term of Year 3. We finished with a football
tournament in PE, applying all the skills we’ve learnt with Ben.
We also had lots of fun during the drumming session, as part of
celebrating Black History Month.

Oaks
Oaks visit Leysdown!
Oak class have been fortunate enough to visit the beach on a very sunny
Autumn day. They enjoy flying the
kites that they made, paddling in the
sea and they even had a sandcastle
building competition. A lot of fun was
had by everyone!

Owls
This week was our last visit to the Eco-garden for a little while. We went on a fantastic leaf hunt around
the grounds and discovered that we have such a variety of trees on our
school site!
As part of Mental Health Awareness week we
took some time out of our busy day to so some
relaxation before lunch time. The children really
enjoyed the visualisation and said it made them
feel ‘calm and relaxed’.

Robins
This week (like lots of classes!) Robins took part in an exciting
African drumming workshop as part of Black History month. We
learnt about rhythm and beat, and worked as a class to drum a ‘call
and repeat’ music piece.
After this, we used our art session to draw an image, which used
light and shade to depict the feelings a slave might have had during
the times of black oppression.
Lastly, we completed a compression about Mae Jamison, the first
African American woman to travel in space. To top this all off we
discussed the meaning of oppression and debated how it still exists
in society today.

Rabbits

Acorns

Acorns had a great time last Thursday at Leysdown beach. The children were very proud of their
sandcastles and put homemade flags in them.

Woodpeckers
Throughout this first term, Woodpeckers have brought in some incredible homework! Some recent
homework was their moving toys. We had the pleasure of Mr Le Conte
teaching us and getting the
chance to try some of the
children’s homework.

Butterflies
The past week we have been learning about Harvest. We have been focusing on the story of Oliver’s
vegetables and took a visit to the Eco-garden to look at the different types of vegetables and fruit that
are growing there. We also made our very own scarecrow using woodwork tools. We hope he keeps the
birds away from eating our new plants!

Foxes
In Foxes this week we have had an absolutely fabulous time learning about musical aspects such as base
and tone whilst playing the African Djembe drum.
We really enjoyed joining in with call and response songs and copying rhythmic clapping patterns.
Great fun had by all!

Ravens and Badgers
As part of our celebrations for Black History Month, we enjoyed an amazing African drumming workshop.
Not only were Y6 better than the teachers at keeping to the rhythm, they also worked so well as a team.
It's great to be part of something special and work together in harmony towards one goal. Well done
Year 6!

Ladybirds
To celebrate Black History Month, we had Landing and his crew visit us on Monday 15th October. They
spoke to us about the characteristics of African music and the significance music plays in their culture.
We then had a go at African drumming, singing and dance. It was hard work

Our RE topic this term is Christianity. On Friday 12th October, Vicar Coleman from St Barnabas Church
spoke about the Harvest Festival and why it is celebrated by Christians, as well as other people of faith.
The theme was wonderful food for our wonderful bodies. Key Stage 2 shared their thought-provoking
Harvest poetry with us. We brought in tinned veggies to donate to Orpington Foodbank

Squirrels
In English we have been learning how to write instructions, we did
some of this in out door learning, as you can see we had some fun
but soon realised that our instructions needed to be clearer. We
were able to then go back to class and write some very clear
instructions.

Hedgehogs
Hedgehogs have had a fantastic celebration of Black History month this week. Our drumming workshop
was really exciting, and it was fantastic to learn
about African culture, drumming, dancing and
singing.

Beetles
The Beetles class enjoyed an African drumming lesson to celebrate Black History month. We enjoyed
learning about the djembe drum and learned how to play different sounds.

Bluebirds and Grasshoppers
We've had a very busy time with Stay and Play last
week, where parents were encouraged to interact
with their child to see how they are getting on and
how well they have settled in. T
o celebrate National Libraries Week we had our
first class trip to St Paul’s Cray Library. We met
Librarian Sarah for some stories and information
about how to use the library then every child was
allowed to choose a book to take back to school to
read for early morning work.

We celebrated
Black History Month with a fun,
noisy drumming workshop.
We learned about the djembe,
also called the talking drum, and
we played some powerful
rhythms.

NEWS
On Saturday, Midfield's Boys Football Team are going to be taking part in a short training session at
Princes Park Stadium where Dartford 1st team play. Following this, they will be mascots and will walk
out with the team before watching their match against Dulwich Hamlet. Our very own Coach Ben from
Skills Academy, who teaches all year groups at Midfield, plays for
Dartford. Miss Dalton will be there watching our boys and the
match and would like to extend this invite to everyone else.
Adult – £14.00
Concession (65+) – £9.00
Youth (13-17) – £5.00
Junior (5-12) – £2.00
Under 5s – FREE

Late arrivals—Bikes and scooters
All bikes and scooters are to be stored in the shelter. If your child is late for school these items must be
taken home with you. Alternatively, arrangements will be made for you to take them to the shelter on
your child’s behalf. They can not be left in the school office or hallway.
Thank you for your co-operation in this matter.

Eco Garden News
As the weather has been so kind to us outdoors, the gardening club having been having a grand tidy in
the garden. Last week they worked really hard moving a huge pile of old sticks and logs up to the fire
pit. Some of the children found ‘antlers’
It was a great job to get done. My thanks goes out to you all for
working so hard as a team. Mrs Kimber

Secondary School Applications
Year 6 parents should be thinking now about applying for a school place for your child for next
September. School applications must be made on line by 31st October 2018.
If you do not apply for a school place before the deadline your child may not be allocated a school of
your choice.
To make your application, please access the online application system via their home Local
Authority website (www.bromley.gov.uk for Bromley residents).
Applications must be made before the deadline - even if there are documents outstanding to prove
address and/or parental responsibility. The online system will stay open for a further month after the
application deadline for documents to be scanned and attached to applications already submitted - or
photocopies can be sent to the Admissions Team at Bromley Civic Centre.

Midfield Footballers
On Tuesday, Midfield's first ever all girls football
team played their first match against Edgebury
Primary School. With 1 minute to go, Midfield
were losing 2-1 until Amasha scored in the final
kick of the game.
Following a goaless extra time, penalties had to
be taken! Midfield scored all of their penalties and
won the match!
Congratulations to everyone that played and a
special well done to Natasha and Nana for their
goals.

Rise ‘n’ Shine breakfast club and Midfield Den
The new procedures for using the breakfast and after school clubs has operated since the start of the
the school year and feedback from parents on the whole has been positive. The new booking forms for
next term are available on our website to enable you to book a place for your child. This ensures that
we have enough staff in place for the number of children attending.
Spaces must be paid for in advance to secure the reduced rate. Any last minute requests for childcare
will continue to be charged at the higher adhoc rate of £10.
In the case of an emergency, we will endeavour to allow your child to attend Midfield Den. This must be
paid for at the time of request via Parentpay. Pupils who attend other after school clubs that are not
collected on time will be placed in the Den for safety and you will be charged a fee of £10.
The breakfast and after school club are provided to support working parents and are not a profit making
business. However, there is a cost to provide this service and if fees are not paid we will have to recover
our costs via our solicitor.

Important Dates for Your Diary

Monday 5th November—Inset Day
Tuesday 6th November—Back to school
Thursday 8th November -Bedtimes stories
Tuesday 13th November—Oaks class to market visit
Wednesday 14th November—New reception intake September 2019 9.30 am

Whole School Attendance

FROM 28th AUGUST - 18th OCTOBER 2018
BLUEBIRDS

97.3% GRASSHOPPERS

97.1%

OWLS

98.3% LADYBIRDS

95.7%

FOXES

98.2% RABBITS

93.4%

HEDGEHOGS

96.9% DRAGONFLIES

99.0%

SQUIRRELS

94.7% BEETLES

96.1%

WOODPECKERS

96.5% ROBINS

97.6%

98.20% BADGERS

96.7%

RAVENS
ACORNS
OVERALL

97.5% OAKS

93.2%
96.7%

