Message from Mrs Barton………
I am hoping everyone enjoyed their two week break.
Children and staff came back to school looking very
refreshed, smart and ready to start their learning.

This term is probably my favourite because of Christmas and
all the exciting activities which go with it. Look at the end of
the newsletter or the website for dates showing different key
stage Christmas performances…….The Christmas countdown
has officially started.
This term has already been full on with so many different
activities across all year groups. The first Monday back saw
an exhausted but very excited Y6 return from their three-day trip to France. Many thanks to Mrs
Wedderburn, Mr Palmqvist and Miss Simmons for making this such a memorable experience.
On Thursday evening many staff volunteered to read at our now annual Bedtime Stories.
Excited children returned to school in their pyjamas with favourite toys to listen to stories and
share a cup of hot chocolate with friends and staff. A massive thank you to Mrs Viljoen for
arranging this and to staff for staying late to support this popular event.
This was followed on Saturday with an early start where I needed to navigate the south circular
to Crystal Palace to cheer on the Y5/6 cross country team, along with Miss Dalton, Mr Le Conte,
Mrs Lewis, Mrs Crook, Mrs Boost and Mrs Lewington. Midfield had a fantastic turnout of runners
and many thanks to all families for supporting their children.
I hope everyone saw our wonderful Remembrance Day display in
reception to honour those who sacrificed their lives in war for us.
On Thursday, children took part in a special assembly with
visitors from the British Legion to help deepen their
understanding of why the poppy is an important symbol of
Remembrance Day.
Wishing you a happy weekend.
Mrs Barton

Classroom News

Foxes
Our science topic for this half term is Materials.
Foxes class have been busy discussing the names and properties of materials.
We then sorted the materials into a venn diagram.
We had to think very carefully about what
went in the overlapping circles and what
belonged outside the circles!

Robins
This week Robins have been
working on using persuasion in
our speech and in our writing.
We have discussed, written
and prepared Room 101 style
speeches to convince the class
which items should be
banished forever to the George
Orwell inspired Room 101.
Nearly all the class agreed
cigarettes should be the first
thing to go!

Beetles
This week the Beetles class enjoyed a trip to Colchester zoo. We took part in a debate on whether zoos
are good or bad which links in to our literacy lessons on the Anthony Browne book The Zoo. Our
favourite part was feeding the elephants and giraffes.

Squirrels
This term, in English, we are writing about animals being kept in captivity. We have been debating in
class what the good and bad things about this. To this end, we have visited Colchester Zoo this week,
we had loads of fun, however we learnt much more about animals in
captivity and why this happens now. It will be interesting to have another
debate now that we have had our visit to see if our opinions have
changed!

Ladybirds
The PDSA visited us and spoke to us about the important job that they day. Melissa also spoke to us
about what animals need in order to survive and thrive. We know that animals need shelter, food,
exercise, friendship and health. Miss Shilling also brought her rabbit called Dusty in and we spoke
about what he needed to keep him happy.

Badgers
This term, we are learning about World War II in History. We had the privilege of being visited by two
special guests, Pat and Jackie, who were evacuated from London during The Blitz in 1940. In English, we
are reading Goodnight Mr Tom. We put ourselves in the ladies’ position and created a ‘conscience alley’
to help us decide if we should be evacuated or stay in London. We then used Pat and Jackie’s stories to
write a diary entry as if we were evacuees.

Bluebirds and Grasshoppers
In English, we focused on our new topic of Space. The children were
supported to write their names as a rocket using one square per
letter. In maths, we focused on measuring, comparing and ordering
length. Children put measuring worms in order and used comparative
vocabulary to describe them e.g. big, bigger biggest. In PE, we
started CosmicKids yoga to work on our flexibility and inner calm. We
enjoyed a visit from Yuven's Mum to learn more about Diwali. We
found out why we wear poppies on Remembrance Day with a visit
from a lady from the Royal British Legion and we made our own
poppies, some of which are in display in the main entrance.

Owls
This week in science we became weather reporters
for the day! We talked about what ‘weather’ means
and how to describe it. We then when outside and
made notes to help us make accurate reports.

In maths we have been exploring 2D and 3D
shape. We used post-it notes to name the
shapes and compare their properties.

Woodpeckers
This week in Maths, Woodpeckers have been working on multiples, factors
and common factors. To get us started
we went into the playground and
found as many multiples as we could
think of for the 12 numbers of the
clock face. It showed us just how important knowing our times tables is

Rabbits
This week in geography, Rabbits have been focusing on map reading. We had to read the classroom map
to find the hidden treasure, before going to Forest School and making our own maps!
We even added Mr Koziol’s computer and chair to our maps

Ravens
In English and as part of our World War 2 topic, we are reading Goodnight Mister Tom. In order to help
us to imagine what it was like for Willie to be left alone in a strange graveyard, we travelled to a local
church. Looking around the graveyard, allowed us to put ourselves in Willie's shoes and imagine
his thoughts and feelings. We will use this experience to help us with our writing.

Acorns
This week Acorns
have been learning
to share concrete
objects equally. They
were feeding the
teddies and animals.

Butterflies
This term our topic is ‘Dark nights and Special lights’. We have been learning the story of Diwali with the
help from one of our parents. She spoke to the children about how Diwali is the ‘festival of light’ and how
her family celebrate at home. We also had our first stay and play session this term, the children really
enjoyed creating their own day and night pictures with their parents.

Hedgehogs
In Year 3 we have begun our new history topic - The Normans. We learnt
about the Battle of Hastings and re-enacted it on our school field. We also
enjoyed a yoga session this week as part of Swim and Gym.

Oaks
Oaks class have been exploring Autumn. They have enjoyed looking
closely at Autumn outside, making creatures with leaves, printing with
leaves, creating autumnal colour palettes and even making leaf light
catchers!

Dragonflies
This half term we are studying the Normans in History. Yesterday we looked at the Battle of Hastings
that occurred in 1066, and found out that the English were defeated by the Norman army in a gruesome
battle on Senlac Hill! We re-enacted the battle and took freeze frames; some fabulous acting took place!

We are also looking at
the country Mexico in
Geography this term,
and this week we have compared weather in Mexico to weather
in Orpington. We looked at the humidity, wind speed and
temperature.

NEWS
Bedtime Stories
On the 8th of November Nursery, Acorns, Reception, Year one and Year two joined the Midfield staff for
a story and hot chocolate. Thank you to all adults for your support and to the children who attended.
We hope you had as much fun as the Midfield staff had!

Members wanted
Would you like to help ensure the best education for your child? The Spring Partnership Trust (TSPT) are
looking to recruit 1 or 2 new Members to ensure the effectiveness of TSPT in delivering excellent education.
‘Members’ are effectively the charity equivalent of shareholders of TSPT. Their principal role is to hold
the Board of Directors (trustees) of TSPT to account to ensure that they are discharging their duties effectively for the benefit of children. Further details and background can be found under the Leadership
and Governance tab on the TSPT website (www.springpartnershiptrust.co.uk).
Normally, Members meet twice a year at Hayes Primary School for a 2-hour evening meeting during
which they consider the activities of the Directors. In order to fulfil this role effectively, prospective candidates should have senior leadership experience in either a school or a business with a turnover of approximately £10 M or more. If you are interested in being considered for this role please contact the
Chair of Directors, Clive Lees at clees@springpartnership.co.uk . Closing date 30 November 2018.

Eco Garden News
This week we have had the fantastic news that
Midfield have completed and passed Level 3 of
the RHS Schools Gardening awards scheme. We
submitted all the work that most of the classes
completed earlier in the year based around
composting. The children were really engaged
and interested in learning about what goes into a
compost heap and why it is good to have one in
the garden. I'm sure they will be able to tell you
all about it.
As well as getting a certificate we have won
around 150 starter vegetable plants which will
arrive next spring!
Well done everyone

Swim Stars Swimming Lessons
Swim stars will be starting a swimming lesson programme here on Saturday mornings from January
2019. Please see details of the swimming lessons and contact information on the flyer. The lessons are
not run by Midfield primary school anmd all queries should be directed directly to Swim Stars.

Year 6 Trip to France 2018

During the half-term break, some of our Year 6 Midfield and Leeson's children were lucky enough to take
part in an exciting adventure to the Somme region of France. The trip coincided with the
centenary commemoration of the end of WWI, which made our visit to the battlefields more poignant.
Albert Museum: A warm welcome and introduction to the WWI museum was given upon arrival and a
wartime underground tunnel housed the displays which engaged the children for almost 2
hours. Informative, innovative and very worthwhile and high quality souvenirs available in the Gift
shop at very reasonable prices.
The Somme Battle fields: Lochnagar Crater, Thiepval and Newfoundland (trenches/No
Man's Land)
A profoundly moving and important visit which inspired many questions from the children regarding both
World Wars and gave a greater understanding of the scale of the wars and losses suffered.

Important Dates for Your Diary

Thursday 22nd November—Year 6 Bikeability
Friday 23rd November—Year 6 Bikeability
Monday 26th November—Oak Class visit to Library
Tuesday 27th November—Oak class visit to Five Arches
Thursday 29th November—Reception open morning for Sept 19 intake 9.30 am
Tuesday 4th December—Shakespeare Co. visit for years 5 & 6
Tuesday 4th December—Oak class to visit Garden Cent
Thursday 6th December— Choir singing at Library
Friday 7th December—PTA Christmas experience

Whole School Attendance

FROM 28th AUGUST
- 15th NOVEMBER
2018
BLUEBIRDS

96.9% GRASSHOPPERS

96.9%

OWLS

98.6% LADYBIRDS

95.7%

FOXES

98.3% RABBITS

94.9%

HEDGEHOGS

96.9% DRAGONFLIES

98.9%

SQUIRRELS

94.3% BEETLES

95.2%

WOODPECKERS

96.4% ROBINS

97.8%

98.10% BADGERS

96.3%

RAVENS
ACORNS

97.9% OAKS
OVERALL

93.7%
96.7%

