Message from Mrs Barton………
This week I have been showing many visitors
around the school, which allows me to see the
school in action. I have been very proud to
take them into classrooms where the
atmosphere has been hard-working as well as
fun, creative and enjoyable. Colleagues visiting
have commented on the behaviour of the
children, their use of manners, their confident
ability to talk to adults and their overall warmth and friendliness. There is
so much to be proud of and the provision we offer our children is
amazing; many of the visitors I spoke to further endorsed this, which is
very rewarding for pupils and staff.
Just a quick reminder about the weather - as it gets colder, please
remember to send your child in with a coat, hat and gloves.

Finally, Christmas is nearly upon us and you can find a full list of events
at the end of this newsletter. The new PTA are busy arranging a
Christmas Experience on Friday 7th December, raising much-needed
funds for the school. Please support the PTA as either a helper or
customer.

Wishing you a happy weekend.
Mrs Barton

Classroom News

Ladybirds
This week, we’ve used our observations of the environment as well as our taught collage skills to create
an Autumnal landscape. We also
experimented with creating different
textures using paper and tissue paper

In

Maths, we have been
introduced to the greater than
and less than symbol using ‘Greater Gator’ to help us. Mrs Viljoen was so impressed with how quick we
understood the < and > symbols, that we got to make up our own < and > number sentences!

Grasshoppers and Bluebirds
In English this week, we supported out Space theme with the book Man on the Moon by Simon Bartram.
The children drew and wrote about what Bob would need to take to the Moon to help him keep it clean.
We focused on ‘2 letters 1 sounds’ e.g. ‘sh’ in brush and ‘oo’ in broom. In maths, we focused on ordering
numbers. We used a cutting and sticking activity to order numbers to 5 or 10, and we used numbered
carpet tiles arranged randomly to challenge children to order numbers to 20 or even 30!
In science we learned more about the green land and blue sea of
planet Earth and made a zig zag book ordering the phases of the
Moon. We also watched a
video of the original Moon
landing and acted out
those first moments when
Neil Armstrong took his
first steps on the Moon.
We also watched
astronauts jumping,
running and driving on the
surface of the Moon,
which was very funny!

Butterflies
In Butterfly class we have been learning about the
difference between day and night. We have been
learning about nocturnal animals and spent some
time at forest school, looking and listening for the
different creatures that live there.
During stay and play we looked at animal habitats
and made our own owl nest cakes.

Oaks
Oaks class have been busy investigating which drink is best for our teeth. The children have been
super scientists observing how the drinks have made the eggs change. (The eggs being the teeth!)
They discovered that water is best for our teeth and sugary drinks are bad for our teeth.

Squirrels
This week squirrels have been working extremely hard in class. We have learnt lots of new things and it
was hard to put just one thing in the newsletter. This week in Science we have been learning all about
electrical circuits. We went outside and played a game to help us memorise the symbols. We had the
symbols one end and the words the other. We had to memorise the symbol and word that went
together, get them and then run back to our group. It was great fun.

Ravens
Raven Class have been learning about electrical circuits in Science. After building a closed series circuit,
we added more and more batteries. As each of the batteries was added, the bulb got brighter until the
voltage became too high and the filament in the bulb burned out. Can you tell the difference in the
brightness of our bulbs?

Beetles
Beetles class have started our unit on electricity.
We enjoyed a practical lesson where we made our
own simple circuits and made either a light bulb
glow or a buzzer sound.

Dragonflies
Last week, we ventured out in the rain to the eco garden. We learnt all about different types of bulbs,
and even got to plant some!
In art, we have been using our new art skills to create our own 3D collages.

Acorns
This week acorns have been using puppets to practice role play. They made up interesting conversations
between owls, cats, dogs and otters!

Foxes
This week Foxes have had an absolutely amazing time role playing before writing.
We acted out the significant events in The Diary of a Killer Cat in English and The Myth of Medusa in
History.
All that talking is having a fantastic impact on the writing we are doing in class.

Badgers
This week we have been adding, subtracting, ordering and multiplying decimals. We related it to Formula
1 to help our understanding.

Admit it Lewis, we
drew. We both
raced in 1

No Sebastian, I won! You
finished in 1:38.427 and I
finished in
1:38.421.

Owls

In year one, our art topic this half term has been Creative Collages. As part of this,
Owls class created some fantastic autumn pictures using paper, tissue paper and
autumnal colours.

Rabbits

In art this week Rabbits
explored printing with
natural resources to make
these incredible tree pictures. We had a great
time working with our
friends.

Hedgehogs
We got a special opportunity last week to go and plant
dandelion bulbs with Mrs Kimber up in the Eco-Garden. First,
we learnt about the different parts of a bulb and then we went
and found our perfect place to plant one.
In Science we have been looking at forces and magnets. We
have been doing lots of investigations in Science and we looked
at magnetic and non-magnetic materials last week.

Woodpeckers
This week in Woodpeckers class, we have been looking at the story of Macbeth. Throughout this week
we have been using drama and story mapping to write our own version of how Macbeth met his fate. As
a class we have loved getting our imagination stuck into the text and creating some descriptive phrases
about the characters from Macbeth. “Volcanic spots waiting to burst” and “Rough leathery skin covers
their skeletal bodies”. What character might this be?

Robins
This week Robins class have been enjoying role playing scenes from Macbeth ahead of rewriting the
story. We created our own story maps to help us remember the key events and talked about how to
develop detailed descriptions. We can’t wait for the Shakespeare company’s performance next week!

NEWS
Eco Garden News
The Lunchtime Gardening Club have been busy raking leaves over the last couple of weeks. We have
some massive Oak trees over hanging the garden so that's thousands of leaves dropping within just a
few weeks. The children have been working together to rake, pile, pick up the leaves and load them into
the wheelbarrows to disperse around the school site. I have been really impressed how they got stuck in
and didn't mind getting wet and dirty.
Thank you to all of you

Whole School Attendance

FROM 28th AUGUST - 29th
NOVEMBER 2018
BLUEBIRDS

96.3% GRASSHOPPERS

96.3%

OWLS

98.5% LADYBIRDS

96.0%

FOXES

98.1% RABBITS

94.8%

HEDGEHOGS

96.7% DRAGONFLIES

98.4%

SQUIRRELS

94.8% BEETLES

94.8%

WOODPECKERS

95.5% ROBINS

97.7%

98.10% BADGERS

96.2%

RAVENS
ACORNS

98.3% OAKS
OVERALL

93.4%
96.5%

Important Dates for Your Diary

Tuesday 4th December—Shakespeare Co. visit for years 5 & 6
Tuesday 4th December—Oak class to visit Garden Cent
Thursday 6th December— Choir singing at Library
Thursday 6th December—13th December—Half Price Book Fair
Thursday 6th December—ladybirds to Coolings
Friday 7th December—PTA Christmas experience
Monday 10th December—Reception to church
Tuesday 11th December—Oaks to Kent Life Museum
Wednesday 12th December—Christmas lunch
Wednesday 12th December—EYFS Nativity 9.30 am
Thursday 13th December—EYFS Nativity 2.40 pm
Friday 14th December—KS1 Nativity 9.45 am
Friday 14th December—Nursery trip to St Barnabas Church
Monday 17th November—KS1 Nativity
Tuesday 18th December—Year 3 & 4 Dress Rehearsal 11 am
Tuesday 18th December—Year 3 & 4 Christmas performance 2 pm
Tuesday 18th December—KS1 Nativity 9.45
Wednesday 19th December—Year 5 & 6 Dress rehearsal 9.15 am
Wednesday 19th December—Year 3 & 4 Christmas performance 2.40 pm
Thursday 20th December— Christmas performance—Y5 & 6 2.pm
Thursday 20th December— Christmas performance—Y5 & 6 18.30
Friday 21st December – Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day
Friday 21st December– Finish for Christmas break
Monday 7th January 2018—School resumes

