Message from Mrs Barton………
Happy New Year and welcome back; we hope you have had a
wonderful and refreshing break. We have another exciting term of
activities planned, with new learning challenges in all curriculum areas
and we can’t wait to get started!
Welcome to our new staff
We would like to say a very warm welcome to Mr Perkins teaching Woodpeckers and Mrs
Darkwah a new ISA supporting Squirrels. I am sure that you will join me in welcoming them
both to Midfield.
Bad weather
In the event of severe weather conditions and possible school closure a notice will be placed on
the school website and messages sent out via Class Dojo. Let’s keep our fingers crossed that
there is no snow this winter!

Social Networking
Over the last few weeks, it has been brought to our
attention that there are many children who have access to
WhatsApp, Facebook and other media sites despite being
below the recommended age. Midfield is committed to
promoting the safe and responsible use of the Internet and
as such we feel it is our responsibility to raise this particular
issue as a concern especially when this impacts on learning
and the mental well-being of the children. Last week the community police spoke with Y6 about
the use of social media and how to keep themselves safe.
Many of you will be aware that a popular game at the moment is Fornite. Please be aware, that
the recommended age for playing this game is 12 years old, and that there are concerns
regarding children being contacted by strangers. Research from NSPCC and O2, of 2,059
children and young people aged 11-18, reveals that that one in four children have been
contacted online by someone they don’t know. Read the full article here: https://
www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-43988210
We recommend that all parents/carers visit the CEOP ThinkUKnow website for more information
on keeping your child safe online http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk

Catch it, Bin it, Kill it

This is the season of coughs, colds and other nasty germs which can
spread rapidly in a school; at Midfield we are keen to minimise any
outbreaks. At school we will ensure the children have access to
handwashing facilities and all staff follow infection control guidelines.
Please continue to reiterate the same hygiene standards at home so
that good habits are formed. We want Midfield to stay healthy and
ready to learn.
Wishing you a happy week ahead.

Classroom News

Ravens
We’ve had a great first week back this term. Our new text –
Skellig – has really captured our imaginations and we’ve already
written some fantastic
descriptive writing and
some really emotional
poetry based around
this mysterious, yet
intriguing, story

Oaks
Oaks class have welcomed in the new year making some well thought about New Year promises

Squirrels
This week in squirrel’s class we have been learning
all about the Caribbean because the boy in our story
goes to Tobago. We decided that to really
understand the differences he was facing we should
try some Caribbean food. It was a great lesson and
we really enjoyed writing about what we had found
similar and different.

Acorns
In swimming, Acorns are progressing well. Some children are
able to swim without armbands, some are able to swim with
floats and some are able to swim under water.

Woodpeckers
This week in Woodpeckers we have been investigating animal gestation and foetal growth. We began by
compiling a bar graph of the gestation periods of different animals. Then we organised and grouped
cards to match the descriptions of the different stages of human foetal growth with a corresponding fruit
size.

Dragonflies and Hedgehogs
Year 3 have begun exploring the culture and traditions of China. Here are some Chinese lanterns and
dragons that we made.
We have also started this term by looking at fractions of amounts and shape in Maths.

Badgers
In Badgers we have been looking at fractions. Using the outdoor space, we went onto the playground to
find equivalent fractions that had been written on the floor. By doing this, we were able to discuss in our
pairs, how we found the equivalent, either by simplifying or multiplying both the numerator and denominator by the same number. We have moved onto placing fractions with a different denominator
(including decimals) onto a number line. Some of us have completed some very tricky problem solving.

Owls
Owls class have thrown themselves into 2019 by learning all about how to tell the time in maths and
writing their own news reports in English. The children made their own clocks and played ‘time bingo’
this week. In English we have been learning about Beegu and we conducted our own news reports to
explore the characters.

Foxes
Whilst the children were away enjoying their well deserved Christmas break disaster struck in Foxes Class
The children came back to discover that Fred Fox our beloved class fox had been kidnapped! We were lef
t a very rude letter from the anonymous kidnapper and several witnesses were interviewed regarding the
atrocity. As you can imagine Foxes Class were filled with utter sadness and can’t wait for Fred’s return. In
our desperate attempts to discover his whereabouts we wrote missing posters and newspaper articles
to try and solve the mystery. Someone, somewhere must know something...

Butterflies
This term our topic is ‘What a wonderful world’. We have been exploring the different customs and traditions that are celebrated around the world and have so far explored India and Poland. The children have
been developing their mark-making and maths skills using a range of natural resources. During stay and
play the children also made their own Polish flags and had some tasty Polish treats.

Bluebirds and Grasshoppers
We are loving our new theme - Amazing Animals! Grasshoppers' Pet Shop and Bluebirds’ Vet surgery
have been very popular with children buying pets in one area and then taking them next door for their
injections and other medical needs. In Forest School we investigated how bare the area is now that most
of the leaves have fallen. We made bark and leaf rubbings using wax crayons. In Maths this
week we were building on our knowledge of adding but with money, totaling 2 groups or counting on.
We also looked carefully at coins, examining the numbers and sorted them into groups by value.

Ladybirds
Breaking News! Beegu visits Midfield school! In Ladybirds we took turns to be reporters interviewing Beegu herself as well as other eye witnesses. Then we wrote our
own newspaper report using adverbials of time and conjunctions.
In maths we have practised reading o’clock and half past times.
Then we had to figure out the secret word on our worksheet by
matching the clock faces to the correct times, which then revealed
the hidden letter.
‘wonderful’.

Beetles
In English the Beetles class
enjoyed trying different Caribbean
foods to discover how our
character Gregory Cool may have
been feeling when visiting
Tobago.

We worked out that the secret word was

Rabbits
This week we have been focusing on multiplication using arrays.
We went outside and used lots of different objects to practice this
skill!

Robins
This week robins class got stuck into learning about the difference between a growth mindset and a
fixed mindset. We explored how having a positive mental attitude, a growth mindset, towards our learning can help us achieve our dreams. This could be by accepting that challenges are how we learn, understanding it's fine to make mistakes and realising that we can grow our brains.

NEWS
Gardening club news
Gardening club are straight back to work this term. The children have been digging over the raised beds
and planting broad bean seeds to keep in our poly tunnel. We have started a couple of weeks early and
will keep you up dated with their progress.

Congratulations!
We are very proud of Miss Moyle for receiving recognition from the
National Teaching School for her specialist teaching practice in Early
Years.
Miss Moyle will now be able to support other Early Years settings to
enable them to deliver a strong Early Years curriculum.

Important Dates for Your Diary

Monday 28th January—PTA AGM 9.30am
Monday 28th January— Reception class to Pets at Home
Wednesday 30th January—Reception class to Pets at Home
Friday 15th February—Half Term
Monday 25th February 2018—Return from half term break

Whole School Attendance

FROM 28th AUGUST - 18th JANUARY
BLUEBIRDS

95.8% GRASSHOPPERS

95.6%

OWLS

97.9% LADYBIRDS

95.5%

FOXES

97.8% RABBITS

93.0%

HEDGEHOGS

96.7% DRAGONFLIES

98.1%

SQUIRRELS

94.4% BEETLES

95.0%

WOODPECKERS

94.8% ROBINS

97.6%

97.20% BADGERS

96.8%

RAVENS
ACORNS

95.6% OAKS
OVERALL

94.2%
96.2%

